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The Sit Stay Reader
Literacy programs for kids and dogs

Five Years of 
Reading Fun

Sit Stay Read's five year anniver-
sary is a time to look back and 
acknowledge how far we’ve come. 

From one small library program in 2003 
to a comprehensive school and commu-
nity curriculum today, our organization 
has grown by leaps and bounds.  

While five years is a noteworthy 
milestone, what’s more worthy of  
a celebration is the number of chil-
dren that have learned to read with 
Sit Stay Read! 

Our volunteers and dogs have made 
an impact in the lives of 1,633 children. 
As we begin the 2008-09 programs we 
feel privileged to work with more than 
500 children this year alone. Children like 
7-year-old Chadonya who wrote to us to 
say, “Thank you for helping us get an edu-
cation to go to college and find a job!”

Our dedicated volunteers, generous 
donors, and partners are the lifeblood 
of Sit Stay Read.  Thank you for five 
years of reading fun! 

It’s 8:00am 
and Chicago 
is noisy with 

the sounds of 
September. The 
school bus engine 
purrs, still groggy 
from its summer 
slumber. The 
brakes squeak to 
a halt as second 
grader, Samon, 
patters hurriedly 
down the bus 
stairs. 

Entering her 
class at Manierre 
Elementary in 
the Cabrini-
Green area, 
Samon is excited 
to meet her new 
classmates and 
teacher. Then she 
takes a look at 
the chalk board 
and sees the Sit 
Stay Read poster 
that says, “Monday 
is Sit Stay Read 
Day”. Seeing the photos of Rocky, Mickey 
and Lulu, Samon grins from ear to ear. 
Just think of all the reading she’ll get to 
do with her favorite dogs! She knows Sit 
Stay Read doesn’t start until October—
and it can’t come soon enough.

This promises to be the busiest school 
year yet for Sit Stay Read volunteers, 
as we’ll be helping kids learn to read in 
an increased total of seven schools and 15 
classrooms. That’s more than 500 children 
and an impressive total of 18,200 minutes 
of individual one-on-one reading!

Come Party With Us!
We’d love to celebrate this important 
occasion with you (and your pup!)

Mark your calendar for  
Nov. 16th from 1-3:30pm
We’ll have good food, good drinks, 
and as always, good cheer! 

$10 per person  • $5 per dog 
Free for Sit Stay Read Volunteers 

and Dog Teams! 
More details to come—check your 
email or visit www.sitstayread.org 

for updates.

Fall into Reading

Samon is all smiles when she’s reading with Mickey!

The reading fun starts in October and 
although Samon may be sad to see her 
doggy pals leave after their fall session is 
over, she’ll be looking forward to Reading 
Rewards and Guest Readers throughout the 
rest of the year.

In addition to an eventful school sched-
ule, Sit Stay Read will be busy with the 
continuation of community programs. Our 
volunteers have a lot of work ahead, but 
we’re enthusiastic about making this year 
top dog!



Donor Recognition

Bonnie Tucker (in Clifford ears) lends a hand with the raffle, 
while enjoying Sit Stay Spa with  
Mary Eileen Bateman and Terry Leja.

We apologize if we’ve omitted a name or made an error in a listing. Please call 773-545-6629 to make a correction. Thank you.

Thank 
You!
Sit Stay Read is  
committed to helping 
children learn to read 
and we couldn’t do it 
without our wonderful 
donors who contrib-
uted to date in 2008.

Gifts in Memory of:
Bouncer by Barbara Shomaker
Bravo by Ellen Szalinski
Casey by Corinne Smith
Cody by MaryEllen Schneider
Denali by Lee and Graham Rigby
Freedom by Nancy Skeffington
Henry by Julie Kuhn
Leila by Johanna Humbert
Lord Byron by Jill Hoffman
Matilda by Leslie Nathan
Max by Suzanne Weiner
Pumpkin by MaryEllen Schneider
Rory by Karen Cremerius
Sara Schwab by 
   Guy Franklin
   Amy Lenahan
   Sonia Ravin
   Sit Stay Read Board
   Bonnie Tucker
Shawnee by Becky Thorne
Sophie by MaryEllen Schneider
ThePas by Suzanne Weiner
Wolfie by Corinne Smith

Gifts in Honor of:
Meg Bellei’s Baby Girl, Harper  
   by MaryEllen Schneider
Maria De Howitt by Leslie Nathan
Marge & Steve Graham by Elizabeth Nehls
Julie Hart and Sam by Patricia Schnadig
Carol Krugly’s 90th birthday!  
   by Nancy Liebschutz
Michael’s first birthday!  
   by Sarah and Tim Murphy
Nala by Liz Gulis
Rosy by Kristin Evans
Gail & Joel Schwab by Edie Goodman

Support the  
Magic of Reading
A donation to Sit Stay Read is a  
wonderful way to show you care. 

Whatever the occasion—
• 	 in memory of a beloved pet,  

friend or family member
• 	 to honor a loved one
• 	 to mark a special event

Your gift will 
make a difference 
in the lives of 
children in need. 
To acknowledge 
your generosity, 
we’ll personalize 
a bookplate and 
send a lovely card 
to your gift recipient.

Visit www.sitstayread.org  
to learn more about the perfect gift.

Donors of $5,000 or more
Bears Care
The Northern Trust Centennial 
Fund, a donor advised fund of The 
Chicago Community Trust
Rock For Reading
GATX Corporation

Donors of $1,000 to $4,999
Charter Oak Foundation
Cindy Homan & MK Czerwiec
DeLong-Sweet Foundation
Tara Gaffney
Dennis & Ellin Murphy
   Foundation
Katie McMahon
McMaster-Carr Supply Company
Barbara Shomaker

Donors of $500 to $999
Marge and Steve Graham
Joe & Stephanie Macro
MaryEllen Schneider
Bob Keigher & Bonnie Tucker

Donors of $200 to $499
Betsy Baer
Kristin DeCook
Marcia Ellis
Scott & Sara Fisher
Doug GeBraad & Jim Fitzmaurice
Richard Fogel
Thomas and Donna Gaffney
Linda Gow
GVA Worldwide
Scott Hamburg
Seth and Jennifer Hanau
Andrea Kramer
Tom and Susan McDonough
John Neurauter
Kris Nielsen
Heather Schafer
Mike Humphrey & Tim Sullivan
Donna Wetzler & Bill Webb
Tim Womack
Alvina Zygmunt

Donors of $100 to $199
Ahlbeck & Company
Carrie Andalman
Ann Barkley
Stephen Berger
Bovis Lend Lease, Inc.
James Collins
Mark Costello
Lino Darchun
Kathy Endo
Sherry and Dick Frenzel
Norman Gantz
Frank Gibbons
Bill Hallenbeck & Carolyn Hesse
Susan Holley
Jean Schwartz & Jesse Horvath
Ideate Prairie
Monice Kaczorowski
Ed Kazemek
Alice Lernor-Adams
Mike and Lynn Lullo
Fred and Pattie Lurie
Lois Lurie
Franziska and Tom Lys
Maria Madrigal

Jill Mannor
Mimi and Scott Manzler
Suresh and Jenny Nayak
New Chapter
Gregg Houtz & Jackie Nolan
Sandy Orr
Andrew Pennington
Pet Patio Pick-Up
Keith and Deanna Poshard
Bea and Joe Pryst
Joyce & John Schladweiler
Andy Schweitzer
Arlene Sheskin
Joyce Simon
Norm Sloan
Carla Surma
Becky Thorne
Jim and Jayne Thorne
Brian and Ellen Twohig
Joe Wasserman

Donors of up to $100
Tim & Kim Bierman
Blechman Family
Joy Blum
Kathy Bokuniewicz
Nanette Boryc
Veronica Byers
Jennifer Carmody
Marge Caruso
Sara Castillo
Maria Chiapetta
Chicago Chocolate Company
Elena Cione
CNA Foundation
Morton Cohen
Barbara Cooper
Anne Crylen
Kate Curry
Dog-a-holics
Tom and Sara Dohm
Judith Dominguez
Andrea Dudding
Clara Edwards
Cynthia Free & John Elder
Stephen Fedo
Jean Fisher
Cecile Frydman
Lynn Gendleman
Annette Gordon
Susan Harrison
Hank and Lora Hart
Lawrence James
Cris Johnson
August and Barbara Jurishica
Carley Jurishica
Jackie Kaplan
Debra Kerr Fassnacht
Dr. Betsy Klerk DVM
Sue Kluga
Coralie Lang
Deb Leary
Marcelle Lecompte
Lexis Nexis
Nancy Liebschutz
David and Dianne Lipkin
Jesse and Marybelle Macro
Jed and Miranda Mandel
Marissa Manos
Christine Martin
Patti May
Sarah Mayeda
Lisa McManus
Annie & Tim Monak
Edward Moscato

Norma Moscato
Paul Moscato
Mueller & Co.
Monica Mulvihill
Marlene Nelson
Jenay Olson
Su O’Sullivan
Susan Padveen
Roi Parris
Walter Parus
Drew and Denise Poshard
Barbara Potter
 PSI Kappa Chapter of Beta 
Sigma Phi
Bryan Reckamp
Betty Redmond
Elaine Robbins
Kelly Rodgers
Betty Roggenkamp
Murray Rosenblatt
Ralph Russell
Lisa & Paul Ryding
Dr. Tim & Darlene Sagun
Elizabeth Scharon
Michael Silver and Dan Schuh
Lisa Schumacher
Gail Schwab
Elaine Schwartz
Mary Semik
SenTeaMental Moods
Vicki Shigihara
Simple Treasure
Pat Simpson
Spa Soak
Joyce L. Steffel
Sarah Streck
Takeda Pharmaceuticals
Marilyn Taylor
Melissa Taylor
Wendy Toy
AM Treat Hosh
Michael, Shirley  
  & Stephanie Vasas
Gayle Veltrop
Charley and Katie Verkamp
Christie Wallace
Jennifer Weiss
Wesley Welch
Lois Wells
Keith Williams
Donna Yates
Pete & Jayme Zage
Dr. Ronald Zelikow
Jarmila Zemla



Surf Our  
Updated Site

What is 
Charlie 
the 

Chihuahua’s 
favorite treat? 
Cucumbers, of 
course. Find out 
all the Sit Stay 
Read dogs’ favorite 
treats and more by  
checking out the Dog Bios  
at www.sitstayread.org.

You can also browse for fun merchandise 
in the Sit Stay Read Shop or download 
“Reading Tips with Pets,” and print coloring  
pages in our new Fun Stuff section!

Test Scores Are In
She’s embarrassed, a bit  

panicked, and completely disap-
pointed in her second grade self. 

She can’t read. She just can’t. She doesn’t 
know how. She’s not a reader and she 
never will be.

But what if Alice was there? What if 
Alice, the soft-coated Wheaten Terrier, was 
right there by her side, gazing up at her 
with those puppy-dog eyes that make even 
the cold-hearted smile? 

Alice doesn’t know good reading from 
bad reading. She doesn’t care if you stum-
ble on a word or two, or if the words come 
out a little slower than you’d like, or even 
if you forget that there was a question 
mark at the end of that sentence. She’ll 
love you just the same. 

Alice will make a reader out of that 
uneasy second grader; the test scores are 
on her side. 

The DIBELS (Dynamic Indicators of 
Basic Early Literacy Skills) oral reading 
frequency assessment is an evaluation 
tool for reading development mandated by 
Chicago Public Schools and used to assess 
the 2007-08 Sit Stay Read second grade 
school programs.

Supervising National Louis University 
professors Dr. Jan Perney and Dr. Robert 
Clark report that the DIBELS results 
show a statistically significant difference 
between schools with a Sit Stay Read  
program and those without.

Average for Sit Stay Read Classes: 
increase of 38 words per minute

Average for Comparison Classes: 
increase of 27 words per minute

These results complement the 2004-05 
DIBELS evaluation conducted by Sit Stay 
Read. Students in that comparison group 
increased their reading fluency by 9 words 
per minute while students participating 
in the Sit Stay Read program showed an 
increase of 24 words per minute.

We’re enthusiastic about the coming year, 

knowing we have a blueprint for reading suc-
cess. Thanks to these new DIBELS results, we 
know for certain that our dedicated volunteers 
(two- and four-legged) are making a differ-
ence in the lives of children. Evaluations will 
expand and continue throughout the school 
year to ensure kids are getting maximum 
impact from the program.

And, of course, Alice and her friends will 
be back in school, sitting contentedly atop 
their fleece blankets in the corner of the 
classroom, watching students transform into 
fluent readers, one tail wag at a time.

Alice listens patiently to a young reader.

Isn’t Andrea 
Marino’s Charlie 
adorable?

What Works? NBC News Says, 
“Sit Stay Read”

From California to Pennsylvania, 
Texas to Michigan and everywhere 
in between— folks coast to coast 

want to help kids learn to read! 
The NBC Nightly News “What Works” 

piece touched people all across the nation 
(if you missed it, you can find a link on 
our website). We’ve been flooded with mes-
sages from individuals who want Sit Stay 
Read in their city. 

We know there are kids in need of 
reading help all across the country. Our 
dream is to bring Sit Stay Read programs 
to each and every one of them, helping 
more kids become lifelong readers. Right 
now we’re gathering resources—informa-
tion, people, money, skills— to make this 

NBC filming volunteers outside National 
Teachers Academy

dream a reality.
It is our priority to maintain pro-

gram quality and impact while bring-
ing Sit Stay Read to kids who need it 
most. If you can help, please give us a 
call! 773-545-6629



Sit Stay Read! Inc.
3425 N. Milwaukee Ave., Chicago, IL 60641
773.545.6629
www.sitstayread.org

Share this newsletter with a friend..
  	   and help spread the word about  

    	     the importance of childhoood literacy.  

                        Thank You!

Be Our Guest
Opera singers, poets, and Bears 

players, oh my! Sit Stay Read 
students are in for a treat this 

year as our Guest Readers return to the 
classrooms.

Each month the kids can’t wait for 
the surprise visit from a professional 
who reads a book to their class. It could 
be an opera singer reading The Dog Who 
Sang at the Opera, or a fireman reading 
Dot the Fire Dog. Kids love talking with 
the Guest Readers, finding out about 
their professions, and learning why 
reading is important in their jobs.

Many students have never heard of 
the opera, orchestra, or ballet. But, once 
they’ve heard our guests read and per-
form, we’re sure they’ll never forget the 
experience.

Guest Reader and author, Beth 
Finke, made a big impression on our 
young readers when she brought her 
seeing-eye dog, Hanni, to classrooms 
last year and confessed to the kids that 
she’s not a very good reader. 

“The kids looked at her, puzzled,” 
recalls MK Czerwiec, Beth’s Sit Stay 
Read volunteer escort, “They know what 
it means to be their age and a poor 
reader, but Beth is an adult, and an 
author!”

Beth explained that she’s a poor 
reader because she is still learning to 
read Braille, and progress is very slow. 
After handing out Braille bookmarks, 
she demonstrated Braille reading to 
the class. She sounded out the words 

by reading each letter, just like the kids 
have been taught to do. 

“Seeing an adult learn to read had 
an encouraging effect on the students,” 
reports MK, “They seemed to feel that if 
Beth could do it, so could they.”

Thanks to Sit Stay Read, the stu-
dents have dogs to help them learn, just 
like Beth has Hanni.

Maestro Allen Tinkham, 
of the Chicago Youth 
Symphony Orchestra, 
shows students how to be 
a conductor

Chicago Bear’s left guard, 
Josh Beekman, visited 
thrilled students at Lowell 
Elementary

Poet Keith Kelly had  
the whole class smiling 
and laughing with his  
dog poems

Beth Finke with her  
seeing-eye dog, Hanni


